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Grace and peace are yours from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, amen. 
 

As we gathered last week for time with our Lord in Holy Scripture, God makes a 
covenant with Noah and all flesh and gives us a sign of that everlasting promise.  The promise 
that God makes is a visible sign in our world today in the form of a rainbow.  Years of human 
observation, knowledge, wisdom, and science will reveal that the rainbow is created as a 
function of light refracting on water vapor in the air; a completely natural occurrence that can 
be produced in your yard with a garden hose and a little water pressure.  And still, the Word of 
God comes to us as the truth before any human knowledge is formed. 

 
To believe Holy Scripture is an act of faith that neither competes nor negates science, 

but rather reveals the righteousness of God.  The rainbow indeed may be created as a function 
of water vapor, and we are still amazed when we see those beautiful colors in the sky to where 
we want to share with others.  And when we do call to someone to, “look at the rainbow 
outside,” are we sharing our faith, or the Word of God as promised to all human flesh? 

 
Faith is at the heart of our scripture texts today, and faith is the single gift we are given 

as the means by which we believe and trust in our Lord God.  Faith is never granted as the 
means for our personal comfort, safety, and strength, but always as the means for others to 
seek and find the truth; it is the means for others to acknowledge their faith. 

 
Last week our scriptures reflect a promise made to Noah and all flesh and this week God 

again makes a promise to Abraham and Sarah.  Unlike Noah, Abraham and Sarah receive a new 
identity, revealing a new life that they have in the Lord.  Abraham was ninety-nine years old 
when God makes His covenant with him and dies at the age of 175 as recorded in Genesis 25:7. 
The documented details of his life, wives, and children are trustworthy and true when viewed 
from the faith we have been given. The history of Abraham and Sarah are passed down and 
kept in the Jewish faith and accepted without question. 

 
Abraham is remembered by all generations and even named by Jesus in a most 

profound way.  Another section of the bible we will not read in the lectionary is an encounter 
Jesus has with the Jews who are making claims that Jesus is processed by a demon. A reading 
from John in the 8th Chapter; “56 Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he 
saw it and was glad.” 57 Then the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you 
seen Abraham?”[a] 58 Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So 
they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.” 

 
The story of Abraham’s faith is given to us, as Paul states, as a means to trust in all that 

God has promised and all that God continues to declare today.  Trust sets us free from the 
doubt and darkness of the world so we might live in the life and light of Christ that is eternal.  

 
God changes Abraham’s and Sarah’s name to reveal their true identity before God and 

to each of us.  God changes the names of a few people in the Old Testament, Jacob being the 
next after Abraham who is renamed by God to Israel and reveals his identity as ‘one who 
wrestles with God.”   
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Jesus changes the name of Simon to Peter and revels his identity as ‘the rock, one who I 
will build my church upon’.  However, in our gospel text today, Jesus called Peter, Satan, 
because of the advice he gave Jesus regarding His pending death and resurrection.  When our 
Lord changes or calls us by name it is for the sake of revealing our identity before God and one 
another.  Holy scripture is true, consistent, and everlasting.  Inasmuch as God calls Abram to a 
new name Abraham, when Jesus calls Peter, Satan, it is to reveal an identity.   

 
Peter is being tempted by Satan, and in his human weakness, speaks of his doubt, fear, 

and even his personal safety.  What Peter fails to find comfort and strength in is the faith he has 
been given through his experiences with the Lord.  Peter fails to trust in the promises of Jesus 
and sees the reality of his human mortality instead of his eternal life in Christ. 

 
Names have meanings and God calls each of us by name to reveal our identity in Christ.  

Even the name Satan has meaning, and in Hebrew it translates to the adversary (or one who 
opposes).  Satan opposes God, God’s Word, and God’s children; however, God is above all 
things created and Satan is subject to God.  Satan is silenced when God speaks.  Peter opposes 
the Word of God and is identified accordingly. 

 
There is so little about Satan in the bible and for good reason; Holy Scripture is about 

God’s relationship, promise, and protection of humankind.  The good news we share is the 
Kingdom of God has come and we are the inheritors that will share eternal life, happiness, joy, 
and peace with our Almighty Creator.  The battle that rages on with Satan and temptation is not 
our fight, because the law has been fulfilled.  Our Lord has conquered sin and restored our 
place before God.  The sentence and judgement has been passed as we are identified (named) 
as blameless, holy, and children of God. 

 
Jesus gives us another name before He ascends into heaven and identifies the Advocate 

will be given to us; one who will testify about Christ.  The Advocate is the Holy Spirit of God that 
protects, defends, and sanctifies us against any harm, evil, and sin.  The battle with Satan is not 
our fight as we are not prepared or equipped to engage.  It is the Advocate that spares us from 
that war and intercedes for us. 

 
The war with sin has been won and the law has been fulfilled.  Paul shares with the 

Romans, where there is no law there is also no accusation or violation.  We can certainly 
understand this, but can we apply this?  Clearly if there are no speed limits on any roads, how 
can we be cited for speeding.  We do not live under the Law anymore as we now live under 
grace.  Without living under the law, what violations can we be guilty of?  This is the beginning 
of faith that reveals the Holy Spirit in our lives, is actively guiding our decisions to act justly in 
the world and to love one another as we have first been loved. 

 
Jesus tells Peter to set his mind on the divine elements of the Kingdom and not on those 

items that will pass away.  We too are called to see the divine nature of life and accept the 
names and identities our Lord has given us.  Faith is the beginning of understanding and our 
trust in the Lord is the beginning of the peace that passes all understanding to keep our hearts 
and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


